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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
STUDY OF THE COINS OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

by B. J. Castenholz 


Part III]. The Literature. 

This discussion of the literature relating to American numis- 
matics is not intended to be complete or exhaustive. It is a de- 
scription of the most important works which have appeared since 
the collecting of United States coins became fashionable, over a 
hundred years ago. 

The development of interest in the coins of the United States 
is unique. Extreme interest in some series, and an equally great 
lack of interst in other series, is naturally reflected in the litera- 
ture. The collecting of cents has always been the center of attrac- 
tion in American numismatics. The literature on cents is so 
extensive, and the knowledge of coins so highly developed, that 
no other series of coins in all of numismatics is so popular. It is 
interesting to compare this with the single work written exclu- 
sively on the quarter dollar, by Browning. 

It should be stated that, while most works herein described 
are monographs, a great many valuable contributions have been 
made to American numismatics through the pages of the Ameri- 
can Journal of Numismatics (1866-1924) published by the 
American Numismatic and Archaeological Society, later re- 
named the American Numismatic Society; The Numismatist, 
published by the American Numismatic Association; and such 
publications as the Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine, The Coin 
Collector's Journal, (First Series: 1875-1888, New Series: 1934- 
1958) and many other club and commercial publications. 


GENERAL WORKS 


James R. Snowden published his Description of Ancient and 
Modern Coins in the Cabinet Collection at the Mint of the 
United States, in 1860. It was an important book because it 
helped to establish when many of the restrikes and fantasies were 
made by the U.S. mint. 

A pioneer numismatist in this country, Sylvester Crosby pub- 
lished his standard reference, The Early Coins of America; and 
the Laws Governing Their Issues, in 1875. Although Crosby 


74 


An Introduction to the Study of United States Coins 





dealt with the coinage before the establishment of the United 
States coinage, to the most part, he did cover the first mint pat- 
terns of 1792. Still a standard reference, Early Coins of America 
was reprinted in 1945 and again in 1965. 

In 1881, Andrew Madsen Smith wrote Coins and Coinage: 
the United States Mint. Philadelphia: History, Biography, Sta- 
tistics, Work, Machinery, Products, Officials. Further editions 
appeared in 1884 and 1885. In the last year, Smith also pub- 
lished a Visitor’s Guide and History of the United States Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Another of the many histories dealing with the mint, the 
Illustrated History of the United States Mint and a Complete 
Description of the American Coinage, by George G. Evans, was 
the most widely distributed. It went through yearly editions be- 
tween 1885 and 1894, and also in 1897 and 1901. It is today 
very frequently met with. 

David K. Watson published his History of American Coinage, 
a text dealing mainly with the laws effecting the coinage, in 1899. 
The coins were not described, only the coinage. A well received 
book, the second edition appeared later in the same year. 

A book of more recent date, and still considered quite impor- 
tant, is Frank H. Stewart’s History of the First United States 
Mint, its People and its Operations. It is, however, a very rare 
book due to a fire which damaged most of the copies. 

The publications of the scholar, Don Taxey, are of the great- 
est importance. The U.S. Mint and Coinage, an Illustrated His- 
tory from 1776 to the Present, is the most comprehensive study 
yet written on the activities at the U.S. mint, and of the people 
who created and produced our coinage. It is important because 
it is the product of a great deal of research into primary sources, 
and because it integrates the history of the coinage with the 
actual coin types produced. The illustrations are also well se- 
lected. This book appeared in 1966. 

Taxay’s Counterfeit, Mis-Struck and Unofficial U.S. Coins 
is also, to a great degree, a history of the Philadelphia mint, but 
only of the periods when the unofficial coins, such as the 1913 
Liberty head nickel, and the 1804 dollar, were produced. The 
book also describes mint errors and counterfeits made to deceive 
collectors. The author has dispelled many myths of the past, and 
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written a work based on fact, on the spurious products of the 
U.S. mint. The Introduction to the book, by John J. Ford, Jr., 
should be read by all students of the United States series. 

The Comprehensive Catalogue and Encyclopedia of United 
States Coins probably contains more information on the United 
States coinage than has ever before appeared in a single volume. 
Compiled by Taxay and published by Scott Publishing Co. (of 
postage stamp catalogue fame), the work covers the gamut of 
U.S. coins: early American pieces, the federal coinage, patterns, 
private issues, and mint errors. Particularly important are the 
ever present notes on varieties, rarity related to condition, and 
the brief historical introductions to each series. The book will 
far outlast the prices, but they will remain useful (relatively 
speaking) for many years to come. 


CATALOGUES WITH PRICES 


There have been three series of catalogues which have been 
popular because of pricing information. The early priced cata- 
logues of the J. W. Scott Co. went through many editions, and 
consisted of Standard Coin Catalogue No. 1, the Silver Coins of 
the World, to which is added U.S. National and Territorial Gold, 
and Standard Coin Catalogue No. 2, the Copper Coins of the 
World. 

The well known catalogues of Wayte Raymond followed. The 
Standard Catalogue of United States Coins from 1652 to Present 
Day, first published in 1934, went through 18 editions, and only 
ceased to be published in 1957, after Mr. Raymond’s death. It 
was a well illustrated work which met the needs of collectors, 
until near the end of its existence, when more sophisticated 
pricing tables were necessary. 

The current standard for pricing and cataloguing United 
States coins is the well known A Guide Book of United States 
Coins by Richard S. Yeoman. Popularly known as the “Red- 
book,” it is a success story unequalled, not only in numismatics, 
but in all of the hobby fields, being in the top ten all-time non- 
fiction best sellers published in the United States. The most 
recent edition, that of 1972, is the 25th consecutive annual 
revision. 

To Be Continued 
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Illustrated above is a heretofore unpublished coin of Peru. It 
is a silver half real of the Lima mint, dated 1861. Yeoman, in 
Modern World Coins, 9th ed., 1970, lists the type, but only for 
the dates 1859-60 (Y 14). This listing appears simply to repeat 
the dates given by Wayte Raymond in Coins of the World, Nine- 
teenth Century issues, 1947, and the previous reference, Scott’s 
Standard Coin Catalogue No. 1, 1906. 

The 1 real was struck in 1859-1861, and it is not surprising 
that the half real of the last date would eventually turn up. 

The coin, once in this writer’s possession, is now in an impor- 
tant collection of Central and South American coins. 

B. J. Castenholz 


SOME FURTHER UNLISTED MINOR 
VARIETIES ON MEXICAN COINS 


In the March, ’72 issue of this journal, a 10 centavo piece was 
illustrated (pg. 57). Dated 1903, from the Culiacan mint, it bore 
the assayer’s initial V. Although an uncertainty exists as to 
whether this is an overdate, a parallel was drawn between the 10 
centavo piece and a 5 centavo piece of the same mint, with date 
1903 over 1, as listed by Buttrey and Hubbard in A Guide Book 
of Mexican Coins 1922 to Date, 2nd edition, 1971. One signifi- 
cant difference in the parallel is that the 5 centavo bears the 
assayer’s initial V, the 10 centavo the initial Q. 
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The piece illustrated above is, I believe, from the same ob- 
verse die as the 1903 CN V 10 centavos, but with the reverse die 
bearing the assayer’s initial Q. Thus an even closer parallel be- 
tween this piece and the overdated 5 centavos of the same year 
and mint is established. However, the certainty of the overdate 
itself is not yet proved. 





Overdates on the 14 real of 1860 are recorded by Buttrey and 
Hubbard for the mints of Durango, Guadalajara, Guanajuato, 
Mexico City, and Potosi. Culiacan can now be added to this list. 
As shown in the illustration, the date 1860 is cut over 1859. In 
addition to the 60 over 59, the 8 of the date is also double cut. 
The assayer’s initials P.V. appear to the right of the date. 
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While on the subject of varieties effecting dates, the 10 cen- 
tavo illustrated above is interesting. Of the Zacatecas mint, as- 
sayer S, it bears the date 1885, the second 8 of the date recut 
over an 8 positioned much too low. 





Another recut 8 in the date is shown in this illustration of an 
1818 8 reales of Mexico City, assayers’ initials J.J. (1.1.). The 
last digit of the date is recut, the first 8 being rotated counter- 


clockwise. 
The reverse of this coin is also noteworthy for the extent of 


die fracture. 
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What appears to be a flame issuing from a chimney is actu- 
ally a die failure above the right hand column on the reverse of 
this 8 reales of Mexico City, dated 1808. The probable cause is 
rust on the die, or an inclusion just below the surface of the die 
which has caused a small portion of the surface to collapse. 

B. J. Castenholz 


Back Cover Illustrations 
As many of our readers know, the back cover illustrations 
appearing monthly are from Edward Hawkins’ Silver Coins of 


England, first published in London in 1841, and revised in 1876 
and again in 1887. 


Title Page Illustrations 
Can you identify the coin pictured on the title page of this 
issue? The answer will appear in next month’s Numismatic 
Messenger. 

See how many of the previous Title Page coins you can iden- 

tify. They are: 

March-July, 1971 Billon Denier of Bohemond IV of Anti- 
och, c. 1163-1200. The coin pictured is a 
variant of type 3. See D. M. Metcalf, 
“Billon Coinage of the Crusading Princi- 
pality of Antioch,” Numismatic Chroni- 
cle, 1969, pp. 247-267. 
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August, 1971 
September, 1971 


October, 1971 


November, 1971 


December, 1971 


January, 1972 


February, 1972 


March, 1972 


Title Page Ibustrations 





Large bronze of Ptolemy IV of Egypt 
(222-204 B.C.) 

Silver Crown of Edward VI of England, 
1652. Mint mark tun (barrel). 
Tetradrachm of Lysimachus of Thrace, 
(323-281 B.C.). The coin bears a deified 
portrait of Alexander the Great. 

Half crown of George IV of England, 
1826. (As a proof, it was supplied in the 
specimen sets provided by the Royal 
Mint in that year. 

Bronze poltura of Maria Theresia, 1763 
of the Kremnitz mint. Struck for the 
Kingdom of Hungary at the time Queen 
Maria Theresia reigned over all of the 
Hapsburg lands. 

5 shilling siege pieces of Scarborough 
Castle, struck on a segment of a silver 
dish (note the ornamental border at top). 
Scarborough, defended by the Royalist 
troops of Charles I, struck many odd de- 
nominations of silver between July, 1644 
and July, 1645, when the Parliamentary 
forces captured the city. 

“Bungtown” token, struck in imitation of 
the English halfpenny of George III. 
Many of these pieces circulated in 
America, but they are not part of the ser- 
ies of private tradesmen’s tokens struck in 
Great Britain. Hard to catalogue, these 
pieces are not listed by Dalton and 
Hamer, but James Atkins gives a listing 
by inscriptions in his The Tradesmen’s 
Tokens of the XVIII Century, (1892). 
Silver isshu gin of the type issued in 1853 
and 1868, at the very end of the Toku- 
gawa Shogunate, and at the beginning of 
the Meiji era, which marks the beginning 
of modern Japan. 
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OLCER, CUNEYT. Sovyet Rusya Muzelerindeki (Mos- 
kova ve Leningrad) Nadir Osmanli Madeni Paralari (Rare Otto- 
man Coins at Soviet Russian Museums — Moscow and Lenin- 
grad). Istanbul, 1972. 64 pp., 64 line drawings of coins in text, 
and 5 plates illustrating 55 coins. Notes and Introduction in 
English. 64% x 914 ins. Paper covers. Distributed by NUMIS- 
MATA ORIENTALIA, P.O. Box 212, Tenafly, NJ 07670. $5.00. 





A silver coin trom the Shirwan mint 
? issued under Mehmed III c. 1003 A.H. 
Leningrad Museum No. 9524 


3 Fig, 1. 


This is the fourth volume in Mr. Olcer’s series of monographs 
on Ottoman coinage. It is based upon notes taken during a short 
visit to the Soviet Union in the winter of 1971 by this indefatig- 
able Turkish numismatist. 

The two collections examined were those in the Moscow Na- 
tional Museum and in the Hermitage Museum in Leningrad. In 
the former, Cuneyt Olcer was permitted to examine 402 gold 
coins, the others could not be seen because the curator was ill. 
In Leningrad, he was able to examine about ninety percent of 
the very rich collection of over 20,000 Ottoman coins (a fact of 
no surprise to those readers who are familiar with the small 
booklet issued by the Hermitage Museum in 1939 on Turkish 
coins of the 14th-17th centuries written by A. A. Bikov). 

This new book covers the selection of 130 coins which the 
author considers important, and is in two parts. The first 24 
pages is a catalogue of 57 gold coins minted under sixteen sul- 
tans from Murad III to Abdul Aziz included because their mint 
dates have previously been unrecorded. This collection of 402 
gold coins in the Moscow Museum had been formed by P. V. 
Zubov, and is now the property of the State. The author has 
added a chart on page 58 to show the 26 mints and the names 
of the twenty-eight sultans represented. 

In the second part, pages 25-52, the very rare coins in the 
Hermitage are described in detail. In all, Mr. Olcer has selected 
64 silver coins, 2 gold and 6 copper coins, issued by thirteen sul- 
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tans, and has illustrated thirty-seven of these by excellent: line 
drawings (a feature of his earlier books). Included are dirhems 
from Shirwan illustrated for the first time (see fig. 1) a “5 para”’ 
coin of Abdul Hamid with the mint name on the reverse, an 
unique “altin” of Mahmud II struck from the dies used to pro- 
duce the silver “cihadiye” (see the type in Olcer’s vol. 3, No. 30 
297), and a copper coin of Mustafa IV from the Mecca mint 
which is similar to the coin number 976 in the British Museum 
(Valentine No. 152) but with the date 1222, heretofore un- 
known. 

This work, prepared under difficult working conditions, will 
be of great interest to collectors and numismatists interested in 
the Ottoman series. They will be grateful for the speed with 
which the author has written and published the work, in spite of 
the few minor typographical errors which were noted by this 


reviewer. 
Kenneth MacKenzie 


BECKER, THOMAS W. (Ernest R. Lilley, Jr., editor). 
EISENHOWER, The Man, The Dollar and The Stamps. Phila., 
1971. 83 pp., illustrations throughout text. Hard bound. Avail- 
able from the publisher, The American Mint and Postal Society, 
Box 13121, 30th and Market Streets, Philadelphia, PA 19101. 

This is quite a superb little book. The section on Dwight Eis- 
enhower’s life is most readable, a well balanced account of the 
most interesting events from his childhood in Abilene to his re- 
tirement at Gettysburg. The photographs are well chosen to 
complement the text. 

It is the section on the dollar which is of particular interest 
to the numismatist. The author traces the story of the coin 
from the artist’s first glimpse of Eisenhower, over 20 years be- 
fore, and of the concept of an Eisenhower dollar, to the comple- 
tion of the coin. Concepts, techniques, and the actual step by 
step process by which a modern coin comes into being are pre- 
sented in words and pictures. Perhaps this is the best case his- 
tory of a coin’s manufacture yet written. 

The section on the Eisenhower stamps is brief, but it does 


give some interesting information, along with illustrations. 
B. J. Castenholz 
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rev. 
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THE GRAND VIZIER WILL PROCESS 
ALL ORDERS FOR MY BOOK 


“THE EVER VICTORIOUS” 


A Beginner’s Guide to Ottoman Empire 


Numismatics 
Price: $3.00 postpaid in the U.S. 


96 page booklet includes brief history of the Ottomans, List of the 
Sultans, 29 coin photos, 58 coin inscription illustrations, list of 60 


mint names and a rarity guide. 


THE GRAND VIZIER IS NOT ALLOWED 
TO PROCESS COIN ORDERS 


JEM SULTAN 


P.O. BOX 3072, SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 90403 
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in announcing 


The Formation of 


QUARTERMAN 
PUBLICATIUNS, INC. 


Boston 


CC) 


FORTHCOMING NUMISMATIC 
TITLES 


FOR 1972 


THIAN, RAPHAEL P.— Register of the Confederate Debt. 
(1880) 


KING, E. A. — Masonic Chapter Pennies. (1930) 


NELSON, PHILIP — The Coinage of Ireland in Copper, Tin 
and Pewter, 1460-1826. (1905) 


BETTS, CHARLES WYLLYS — American Colonial History II- 
lustrated by Contemporary Medals. (1894) New Revised 
Edition 


WRIGHT, BENJAMIN — American Business Tokens. (1898- 
1901) 


and others 


QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS 
61 PARK DRIVE, SUITE 22, BOSTON, MA. 02215 
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NUMISMATIC BOOKS FOR SALE 


Our stock of numismatic books is very large. Only a portion 
appears in any one issue of the Messenger. 

In addition to our own stock, in-print numismatics works 
from most anywhere in the world can be obtained on request. 
Your inquiries are invited. We regret that we are unable to send 
books on approval. Postage and handling are charged on all 
orders. California residents please add 5% sales tax. 

Numismatic books are listed in the language of the title, un- 
less otherwise stated. 


GENERAL CATALOGUE 


RAYMOND, WAYTE. COINS OF THE WORLD — 19th and 20th Centuries. (Special 
Printings). All have card covers. 


GREAT BRITAIN & IRELAND AND BRITISH COLONIES IN EUROPE. 1955. 


24 pp., ills., values. $3.00 
BRITISH COLONIES IN AFRICA, UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, INDEPENDENT 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES. 1955. 24 pp., ills., values. $3.00 


EAST INDIA COMPANY, BRITISH INDIA, NATIVE INDIAN STATES. 1955. 24 
pp., ills., values. $3.00 


BRITISH COLONIES & DOMINIONS IN ASIA & THE PACIFIC (EXCEPT INDIA). 
1955. 23 pp., ills., values. $3.00 


FRANCE AND COLONIES. 1956. 40 pp., ills., values. $3.00 
SPAIN, SPANISH AMERICAN MINTS, FILIPINAS. 1956. 24 pp., ills., values. 
$3.00 


ANCIENTS 


RAYMOND, WAYTE. THE J. PIERPONT MORGAN COLLECTION. Catalog of the 
Greek and Roman Coins, Abukir Medallions, Roman Gold Bar. 1953. 59 pp., 36 


plates and illustrations. Card covers. $3.00 
A magnificent collection of ancients, catalogued in the 
typically thorough style of Wayte Raymond. The Abukir 
medallions, of which 8 are catalogued, are without parallel 


—magnificent! 


BYZANTINE EMPIRE 


BELLINGER, A. R. and GRIERSON, P. CATALOG OF THE BYZANTINE COINS IN 
THE DUMBARTON OAKS COLLECTION AND IN THE WHITTEMORE COLLECTION. 


Vol. I. Anastasius | to Maurice, 491-602. 1966. 383 pp., 80 plates. Cloth. 
$20.00 


Vol. Il. Phocas to Theodosius Ill, 602-717. 1968. 728 pp., 46 plates. In 
two parts. Cloth. $30.00 
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A magnificent collection, catalogued by two prominent 
scholars, is the subject of this major contribution to Byzan- 
tine numismatics. 


BRITAIN AND THE COMMONWEALTH 


AMSTELL, MARGARET. THE EARLY PERIOD OF COIN COLLECTING, English Coins 
—Edward Il to 130 B.C. London, 1969. 80 pp., illustrations throughout text. 
Hard bound. $2.75 


A fine description of the English coinage. 


EXLEY, W. GUERNSEY COINAGE. Revised edition, 1969. 40 pages, fully illus- 
trated. Card covers. $1.50 


A description of all coins minted for Guernsey, with mint- 
age figures and pertinent information. 


METCALF, D. M., J. M. MERRICK, and HAMBLIN, L. K. STUDIES IN THE COM- 
POSITION OF EARLY MEDIEVAL COINS. 1968. 67 pages including 4 plates. Card 
covers. $2.10 


Analysis of a number of Anglo-Saxon coins by means of an 
X-ray fluorescence spectrometer has produced some impor- 
tant data on the composition of these coins. The results and 
limitations of this type of non-destructive testing method 
are discussed. Essential to the numismatic metrologist. 


MOSSOP, H. R. THE LINCOLN MINT, c. 890-1279. Newcastle upon Tyne, 
1970. 32 + Cl pages, 102 plates, charts, tables and indices. Cloth. $23.50 


Although not one of the Sylloges of the Coins of the British 
Isles, this text will take its place besides the Sylloges as a 
corpus of the coins of the Lincoln mint. In addition to illus- 
trations and statistics on each coin (about 3100 coins de- 
scribed) are die linking information and tables of the 
moneyers. This volume represents an entirely new develop- 
ment in Anglo-Saxon, Norman and early Plantagenet 


numismatics. 
NELSON, PHILIP. THE COINAGE OF WILLIAM WOOD, 1722-1733. 1903, re- 
printed 1959. 46 pages, 3 plates. Card covers. $2.25 


Included in this reprint is Nelson’s description of the Derby 
coinage of the ISLE OF MAN. Wood’s coinage is impor- 
tant not only to the Irish numismatist, but to the student 
of the American colonial coinage as well. 


O’SULLIVAN, WILLIAM. THE EARLIEST ANGLO-IRISH COINAGE. Dublin, 1964. 
88 pp., 10 plates. Paper covers. $1.50 


The coinage of John de Courcy and that of Prince John, 
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first as Lord of Ireland and later as King, is described in 
detail. The years covered are 1182-1210. 


PORTER, G. H. A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF “THE ENGLISH CROWN.” London, 


1967. 36 pages, many illustrations. Card covers. $1.50 
ROBERTSON, J.D. THE COINAGE OF SCOTLAND. A HANDBOOK. 1878, reprinted 
1968. xxx + 146 pages, illustrations in text. Cloth. $7.00 


“This 146 page handbook describes every variety issued by 
the Scottish Mint from Alexander I (1107-1124 A.D.) to 
Anne Stuart (1702-1714 A.D.). The unchanged reprint of 
the London 1878 edition also includes a Table of Sover- 
eigns of Scotland, a translation of mottoes on Scottish coins 
and a spelling guide of Scottish mints. Here is a handbook 
which will continue to be of valuable assistance to the 
collector of the early coins of Scotland.’ Numismatic News 


UNITED STATES COINAGE 


BOLENDER, M. H. THE UNITED STATES EARLY SILVER DOLLARS FROM 1794 TO 
1803. Second revised edition, 1969. 71 pp., 9 plates, separate list of valations. 
Cloth. $14.50 


Every die and combination used in the production of silver 
dollars of the lettered edge type is described and illustrated. 


NEWCOMB, HOWARD R. UNITED STATES COPPER CENTS 1816-1857. Third 
edition, New York, 1963. 284 pp., 11 plates and many line drawings in text. 
Cloth. $10.00 


The standard reference work for the late date large cents. 
As Dr. Sheldon states in Penny Whimsy, ‘““Newcomb’s book 
doubtless achieves the highest pinnacle for numismatic 
completeness, adding as it does many new varieties to the 
old Andrews list.”’ 


OVERTON, AL C. EARLY HALF DOLLAR DIE VARIETIES 1794-1836. Revised edi- 
tion, 1970. 274 pp., fully illustrated. Separate transition table for revised edi- 
tion. Cloth. $15.00 


Incomparably the most thorough study of the lettered 
edged half dollars ever compiled. Every type is described 
and illustrated, and rarity ratings are given. A lasting credit 
to the late Mr. Overton. 


VAN ALLEN, LEROY C. and MALLIS, GEORGE A. GUIDE TO MORGAN AND PEACE 
DOLLARS. 1971. 310 pp., fully illustrated in text with photographs. Card covers. 
$10.00 


An extremely detailed work covering all noted die varieties. 
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ZERBE, FARRAN. BRYAN MONEY. 1926. 72 pp., illustrations throughout text. 
Soft binding. $2.00 


This is a reprint of the entire ‘Bryan Issue’ of the Numis- 
matist, of July, 1926 (except for the advertising pages). 


GENERAL 
CATALOGUE OF THE COINS OF NEPAL. 1961, reprinted 1963. 39 pp. Card covers. 
$2.00 


Bilingual, giving the coin inscriptions both in Nepalese and 
in English, along with descriptive remarks. Essentially the 
only work available on this coinage. 


DUFFIELD, F. G. A TRIAL LIST OF THE COUNTERMARKED MODERN COINS OF 
THE WORLD. (Reprinted from the Numismatist). 88 pp., illustrations throughout 
text. Card covers. $2.00 


An extensive list of countermarks, official and private. 


METCALF, D. M. THE COINAGE OF SOUTH GERMANY IN THE THIRTEENTH CEN- 
TURY. 1961. 79 pp. line drawings, including maps, in the text. Card covers. $2.75 


A fundamental contribution to the arrangement of the coin- 
age. The bibliography is very useful. 


RAYMOND, WAYTE. THE EARLY MEDALS OF WASHINGTON 1776-1834. CCS #4, 
1941. 16 pp., ills. Cover cards. $3.50 


CATALOGUE OF PAPAL MEDALS. 1898, reprinted 1962. 123 pp., a few line 
drawings. Card covers. $2.50 


A comprehensive listing of the medals of the popes. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL NUMISMATIC CONGRESS, 1936. 
(Editors: J. Allan, H. Mattingly and E. S. G. Robinson.) London, 1938. 490 pages, 
27 plates. Cloth. $10.00 


This volume contains the papers read to the International 
Congress of Numismatists, held in London, June 30-July 3, 
1936. The six sections of the book are: Greek, Roman, 
Medieval and Modern, British and Colonial, Oriental, and 
Medals. A multitude of the world’s foremost numismatic 
scholars participated in this Congress, the transactions of 
which are fundamental to the serious student. 


WORMSER, MORITZ. GERMAN SIEGE PIECES FROM THE SIXTEENTH TO THE 
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. (Reprinted from the Numismatist, 1962). 13 pp., illustra- 


tions in text. Card covers. $1.00 
A narrative of the coins and conditions which caused their 
issue. 
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COIN COLLECTOR’S JOURNAL SERIES 


All issues from January, 1952 (No. 141) are each separate 
monographs. 


KENNEY, R. D. STRUCK COPIES OF EARLY AMERICAN COINS. CC) #141, 1952. 
16 pp., ills. Card covers. $2.50 


By illustrations and text, the copies executed by Wyatt, 
Robinson, Bolen, and others are compared with the original 
specimens. 


RAYMOND, WAYTE (ed.). THE COINS OF GEORGE THE SIXTH. CCJ #142, 1952. 
32 pp., ills.., values. Card covers. $2.5 


A specialized list of all the coins struck by the British Com- 
monwealth of Nations during the reign of George VI. 


RAYMOND, WAYTE (ed.). THE COINS OF PORTUGAL AND COLONIES 1901-1951. 
CCJ #143, 1952. 16 pp., ills., values. Card covers. $2.50 


A specialized list with complete mint reports. 


NEWMAN, E. P. THE 1776 CONTINENTAL CURRENCY COINAGE; VARIETIES OF 
THE FUGIO CENT. CC) +144, 1952. 20 pp., 6 plates. Card covers. $3.00 


CLARK, W. L. THE MODERN COINAGE OF KUTCH. CC) #145, 1953. 16 pp., 7 
plates. Card covers. $2.00 


LLOYD, R. H. NATIONAL AND FEDERAL RESERVE CURRENCY 1928-1950. CC) 

147, 1953. 16 pp. Card covers. $2.00 
Historical and numismatic comment together with tables 
listing series and plate varieties. 

BREEN, WALTER. PROOF COINS STRUCK BY THE UNITED STATES MINT, 1817- 

1921. CC) #148-149, 1953. 48 pp. Card covers. $3.00 


Authoritative information on rarity and die varieties of 
early proofs; historical and descriptive notes on proofs and 
restrikes. 


RAYMOND, WAYTE. MODERN COINS OF BELGIUM AND BELGIUM CONGO. CCJ 
#151, 1953. 16 pp., ills., values. Card covers. $2.00 


RAYMOND, WAYTE. COINS OF THE NETHERLANDS AND COLONIES FROM 1890 
TO 1953. CC) #152, 1953. 16 pp., ills., values. Card covers. $2.00 


KENNEY, R. D. EARLY AMERICAN MEDALISTS AND DIE-SINKERS PRIOR TO THE 
CIVIL WAR. CCJ #153, 1954. 24 pp., ills. Card covers. $3.00 


BREEN, WALTER. THE UNITED STATES PATTERNS OF 1792. CCJ #154, 1954. 16 
pp., ills. Card covers. $3.00 


90 


Numismatic Books for Sale by Castenholz and Sons 


BREEN, WALTER. THE UNITED STATES MINOR COINAGES 1793-1916. CC) #155, 


1954. 16 pp., 2 plates. Card covers. $3.00 
NESMITH, R. |. THE LIMA PIECES OF GEORGE II OF ENGLAND. CC) #156, 1954. 
16 pp., ills. Card covers. $2.00 


The account of the Anson voyage, principally. Important 
to the current controversy regarding the source of the 
LIMA treasure. 


BREEN, WALTER. THE SECRET HISTORY OF THE GOBRECHT COINAGES 1836- 


1840. CC) #157-158, 1954. 28 pp., ills. Card covers. $3.00 

BREEN, WALTER. SILVER COINAGES OF THE PHILADELPHIA MINT 1794-1916. 

CCJ #159, 1958. 28 pp. Card covers. $2.50 
Historical information and detailed mintage figures hitherto 
unpublished. 

BREEN, WALTER. UNITED STATES HALF DIMES: A SUPPLEMENT. CC) #160, 

1958. 28 pp. Card covers. $3.00 


Corrections and additions to the 1931 Valentine reference, 
including tentative rarity ratings. 


Just Released 


STANDARD CATALOG 
OF 
WORLD COINS 


by 
Chester L. Krause 
and 
Clifford Mishler 


Covers the coinage of the world from the mid-1800’s to the 
present. Over 260 countries, 15,000 photographs, 30,000 
date listings, 100,000 coin valuations. Over 800 pages. 


$10.00 
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YE OLDE BOOKE SHOPPE 


JAMES A. BROWN, Proprietor 
97 WILSON AVENUE, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07105 


MEMBER OF: A.N.A. 24722, A.N.S., C.N.A. 2122, M.A.N.A. 1605, 
T.A.M.S. 388, LB.S. 64 


NUMISMATIC BOOKS FOR SALE 


Anson, L.: NUMISMATA GRAECA, 2 volumes. $100.00 

Babelon: DESCRIPTION DES MONNAIES DE LA REPUBLIC. ROMAIN. 
1963, 2 volumes. $75.00 

JOHN STORY JENKS COLLECTION, by Chapman, 1921, 7302 lots. Repro 
plates. $200.00 

Low: HARD TIMES TOKENS, the 1955 reprint. $10.00 

Marris: NEW JERSEY CENTS. Reprint $25.00 and a $10.00 one. 

THE NUMISMATIC REVIEW, 1943-1947. Bound, $75.00 

THE NUMISMATIC REVIEW, 1943-1947. Unbound, $65.00 

Some single copies of the above, including #1 at $7.50 each. 

THE STANDARD CATALOGUE by Wayte Raymond, issued between 1935- 
1958, inquire. 

COIN COLLECTORS JOURNAL by Wayte Raymond, some years and 

singles, 1934-1954. 

MANY COMPLETE YEARS OF, “THE NUMISMATIST,” BOUND & 
UNBOUND. Inquire. 

MANY COMPLETE YEARS OF, “THE SCRAPBOOK,” BOUND & 
UNBOUND. Inquire. 

Evans: THE HISTORY OF THE USS. MINT, between the years of 1886-1893. 
Inquire. 

HAVE ALL THE DAVENPORT & CPT. PRIDMORE BOOKS. Inquire. 

HAVE ALL THE ISSUES OF THE “RED BOOK” and “BLUE BOOK.” 
Inquire. 

Friedberg: GOLD COINS OF THE WORLD. $18.50 

NAZI MEDALS & DECORATIONS, WITH PRICE LIST. $3.50 

Sten: BANKNOTES OF THE WORLD, Vol. 1 & 2. 1965. $22.50 

Craig: GERMANIC COINAGES, “Charlemagne through Wilhelm II.” 1954. 
$15.00 

MANY CHAPMAN CATALOGUES, with prices. No plates. Inquire. 

Dye’s Coin Encyclopedia, 1883. Rebound, 1152 pages. $85.00 

Eckfeld & Dubois: MANUAL OF GOLD AND SILVER. 1842. Original. $75.00 

Loubat: MEDALIC HISTORY OF US., 1776-1876. 2 Volumes. Original. 
$100.00 

Dickenson: AMERICAN NUMISMATIC MANUAL, 1859. Original. $135.00 

AMERICAN BOND DETECTOR, 1861-1868. No plates. $75.00 

MEMBERSHIP LIST OF THE A.N.A., 1964. $7.50 

ORDEN UND AUSZEICHNUMGEN by Mericka. English or German. $25.00 

Snowden: METALLIC MEMORIALS OF WASHINGTON. Original. $75.00 

Madden: HISTORY OF JEWISH COINAGE, 1864. Original. $75.00 

1000 years of POLISH COINS, by Kalkowski. $25.00 

Kann: ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE OF CHINESE COINS. Original. $75.00 

HEATH’S INFALLIBLE COUNTERFEIT DETECTOR, Counting house 
large size. 1873 & 1878. 

Paucha: PEACE MEDALS IN AMERICAN HISTORY, 1971. $15.00 


Want lists respectfully solicited. 
Have most contemporary books in stock. 
Time payments can be arranged. 
Will accept unused U.S. postage stamps for books at 10 percent discount. 
Kindly add liberal postage and insurance. 
Correspondence invited. 
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SUPERIOR STAMP & COIN CO., INC. 


517 West 7th Street, Los Angeles, California 90014 
Phone: (213) 627-2621 





NOTICE TO PUBLISHERS 


If you do not see the numismatic books which you publish 
offered in the Messenger, please contact us. We are actively 
interested in increasing our already large stock of books in this 
field. 


CASTENHOLZ AND SONS 
We are dealers in numismatic books, and publishers of this 
NUMISMATIC MESSENGER. We do not collect, speculate in, 
or deal in coins. ALL COINS OFFERED IN THE MESSEN- 
GER ARE SOLD BY THE ADVERTISERS. Please order 
directly from them. 


Advertisement rates and conditions upon request. 


We regret that we are unable to conduct “over the counter” 
business at our address. It is hoped that we may do so some 
time in the future. 
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COINS FROM ANCIENT EGYPT 





TIMES OF THE PTOLEMIES — 300 B.C. - 30 B.C. 


Bronzes with Zeus Ammon. Eagle 





fair sdesesestD SOUIU! 
VG . . 12.50 
Fine eee i 
VF ; seescvendeee UI 


JOEL L. MALTER GaGa 


16661 VENTURA BLVD., SUITE 518 
ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 
TELEPHONE: (213) 784-7772 
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JOHN DRURY 


RARE AND OUT OF PRINT BOOKS ON NUMIS- 
MATICS, including books on medals, tokens, bank- 
notes, orders and decorations. Libraries and single 
books bought. Catalogues issued. Careful attention 


given to Librarians’ and Collectors’ want lists. 


Il EAST STOCKWELL STREET 
COLCHESTER, ESSEX 
COl ISS, ENGLAND 


WANTED WE HAVE A FINE OFFERING OF 


NAPOLEONIC 
The NUMISMATIST MEDALS AND COINS 


Complete sets of any year. 


Also interested in purchasin 
Must be clean and complete. P 8 


Medals — Coins — Pictures 
cw 


BRITISH NUMISMATIC 
JOURNALS 


Especially Second series | BEN J. ADAMS 


Volumes XI — XX 


Misc. Items 


Post Office Box 1252 


CASTENHOLZ and SONS] ©anoga Park, California 91304 
NUMISMATIC BOOKSELLERS DAYS (213) 787-4020 


1055 HARTZELL STREET 


PACIFIC PALISADES, CALIF. 90272 NIGHTS (213) 348-1336 





AUCTIONS ARE OUR BUSINESS 


JUNE IS BUSTING OUT IN COINS 
Our June Mail Bid Sale is now being prepared. 
To any who would be interested in receiving this 
catalogue inquiry by mail is sufficient to receive this 


issue. 


Our next auction is scheduled for October and 
consignments are rapidly filling up. If you wish to 


consign or receive our catalogue make all inquiries 


to: 


fs ' 
4 
“FP 
sa ‘ 


Numismatic Enterprises 


P. O. BOX 365 
SOUTH LAGUNA, CALIFORNIA 
(714) 499-2457 
Auctions - Estate Appraisals 
Outright Purchase of Collections 
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SEABY’S 


NUMISMATIC PUBLICATIONS 


STANDARD CATALOGUE OF BRITISH COINS. Edited by Peter Seaby. 
1972 Edition. Vol. 1 (Parts 1 & 2). England & United Kingdom. $3.35 


BRITISH COPPER COINS & THEIR VALUES. 1969-70 Edition. 
Edited by P. J. Seaby & Monica Bussell. 


COINS & TOKENS OF IRELAND. Compiled by Peter Seaby. 


ENGLISH COINS in the British Museum. Anglo-Saxon. 
By Charles Keary & Herbert Grueber. 


THE ENGLISH SILVER COINAGE FROM 1649. 
By H. A. Seaby & P. A. Rayner. 


THE COINAGE OF ROMAN BRITAIN. By Gilbert Askew. 


BRITISH TOKENS & THEIR VALUES. 
Edited by Peter Seaby & Monica Bussell. 


THE NINETEENTH CENTURY TOKEN COINAGE. By W. J. Davis. 


ROMAN COINS & THEIR VALUES. By D. R. Sear. 
ROMAN SILVER COINS. By H. A. Seaby. 


Vol. |. The Republic — Augustus. 

Vol. Il. Tiberius — Commodus. 

Vol. Ill. Pertinax — Balbinus and Pupienus. 
Vol. IV. Gordian Ill — Posthumus. 


A DICTIONARY OF ROMAN COINS. By S. W. Stevenson. 


THE WHITE RIBBON. By Neville W. Poulsom. 
A medallic record of British Polar Exploration. 


BRITISH GALLANTRY AWARDS. By Abbott and Tamplin. 
A fundamental reference work. 
A New Seaby Publication 
CLASSICAL DICTIONARY OF BIOGRAPHY, MYTHOLOGY AND 
GEOGRAPHY, illustrated by Antiquities and Coinage. 
By William Smith 


$2.00 
$3.20 


$26.50 


$6.00 
$3.35 


$4.00 
$16.00 
$6.40 


$5.35 
» To PS FS) 
$6.40 
$6.65 
$16.00 


$10.00 


$16.00 


$16.00 


B. A. SEABY LTD 


AUDLEY HOUSE, 11 MARGARET STREET 


OXFORD CIRCUS, LONDON, WIN 8AT 


ARCHBISHOPS of CANTERBURY PLA. 
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